
Trials & Tribulations 
June  2019 

Dates for your calendar 

5 June 7.30pm Meeting 

21/22 September CCI4*-S event 

President’s report. 

Can you believe how lucky we were with the 
weather for our Eventer Trial on the 2nd June! 
Thank you to everyone who made it all happen 
- the core people - Ben Smith who was out on 
course during that horrible cold snap in the 
week leading up to the competition, Lauren 
and Jayne McIntosh who without fail run the 
SJ phase, and the Doak family who cater and 
organise all the jump judges. 

I’d like to acknowledge all the following people 
who helped out: 

XC Crash crew:  Peter Jones and Peter Harrison 
who come to all our events. 

Flagging: Jim Walshe, Rachel Stephen-Smith, 
Phillipa Norton, and Wayne Humphrys. 

Showjumping  

Designer: Greg Ring. Judge Gregory Calder and 
his trusty penciller Russ. Gate Marshals, Kristie 
Burt and Tayla Ballard. Pole pickers: Kylie 
Cooley, Ben MacKenzie, Fiona Gruen, Michelle 
Birgen and Wayne Humphrys. 

XC 

Control Corinne Henderson, penciller Martina 
Speechley.  XC Marshal Katy Doak Runner, 
Alysum Doak, Starter Jeff Cartwright, Penciller 
Jackie Szczepanik.  XC Judges John Fitzgerald, 

Luke, Helen McKeown, Katrina Reisner, Callum 
Mann, Raina Burke, Kayla Smith, Pen Cullen, 
Karami Hearn, Paula Stagg,  Annabelle Mill 
Katina Shramko, Lakisha Hessenberger, Sandi 
Frolich, Steph Anglim-Lagones, and our 
finishers Katherine and Suz Breiptkof. 
Thank you to Jen Howlett and Jayne McIntosh 
who ably manned the secretary’s table while I 
juggled the tasks of competitor and mother of 
a competitor! 

The packing up at the end of the day with the 
help of Michelle Birgen and Derek Pether was 
greatly appreciated by Rachel S-S, myself, 
Lauren and Jayne - thank you very much! 

And thank you to Kane of Kane Hunt Farrier 
Services - for attending the day - if you want a 
reliable friendly, punctual and kind farrier, call 
Kane 0407 983 559 

The feedback we have received from the 
competition has been very positive with riders 
commenting on what a great day it was.  We 
aim to deliver an fun relaxed day for everyone 
to enjoy. 

However, it was quite disheartening to see 
plenty of people standing up on the bank 
watching the few people rebuilding the SJ 
courses between classes.  If more people came 
and assisted then it reduces the time taken to 
adjust the course, meaning an earlier finish. 
Also, if you see a pole rolling out of the cups 
and falling, and you are nearby - why not help 
pick it up?  It would be much appreciated.  

Rounding up jump judges for the competition 
is always a tough job, and we always aim to 
look after our helpers well.  So if you know of 
anyone who you think would like having 
entertainment galloping past them every 
minute - get in touch and put the 22 
September in their diaries!   

Results will be posted on our website shortly. 
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TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS 

 

NCHTA COMMITTEE: 

President  Kate MacKenzie 

Vice-President  Derek Pether 

Treasurer  Ben Smith 

Secretary  Felicity Moran 

Legal Officer  Neil Kennedy 

Public Officer  Ian Denman 

Committee  Lauren McIntosh 
Alysum Doak 
Jackie Szczepanik 
Katy Doak 

NCHTA Merchandise  

Drink bottles, caps and polos are available. 

Polos $65 ($60 for members) 

Caps $25 ($20 for members) 

 
News from Riverview Farm: 
 
New Arena and Lights  
Our new arena is now complete. The 
irrigated 70 x 34 Soiltex arena now has high 
quality show jumping lights with large 8m 
high light towers featuring 16 lights it’s 
great for evening riding, lessons and our 
Wednesday night grid sessions.  
 
Molly Barry and Abigail McGechie onsite at 
Riverview Farm  
We’re really excited to have two amazing 
Eventing coaches here onsite at Riverview 
Farm.  
 

4* Event rider Molly Barry is now based at 
Riverview Farm and available for coaching 
in dressage, SJ and XC. We’re excited to 
have Molly and her horses at Riverview 
Farm!  
 
British event rider Abigail McGechie is 
available for coaching and training and also 
manages the day to day operations of 
Riverview Farm. Abbie brings with her vast 
experience both riding and grooming at the 
international level. She has evented to 3* 
(new) and was also head rider and groom 
for Dan Jocelyn, NZ Event Rider for his UK 
Yard. She holds a Batchelor in Equine 
Science and is doing great things at 
Riverview Farm. Abbie coaches daily, runs 
Wednesday night grid sessions (for 
Riverview and outside riders), and takes 
horses in on training and campaigning.  
 
To book a lesson with Molly or Abbie please 
contact Riverview Farm.  
 
Full Board stables and paddocks available.  
We have just opened up some new 
agistment spots for full board paddock and 
stables (private paddocks). If you are 
looking for a high-quality yard with great 
support, you should contact us.  
 
School Holiday Program – 16th to 18th July
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Spaces are now available in our next holiday 
program. Abbie and Molly will be running a 
3-day school holiday program from the 
bigger kids and a 1-day program for the 
little ones. It will be a fun few days of SJ, 
flatwork, XC, games, stable management 
and competition preparation. Ponies are 
welcome to stay onsite. For more info go to: 
RiverviewFarm.com.au  
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